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UNITED STATES NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 

Astronomers everywhere will be grati- 
fied by the announcement from Washing- 
ton that Secretary Long has appointed a 
board to visit, examine and report upon the 
U. S. Naval Observatory. The work of 
this body will be of such far-reaching impor- 
tance—perhaps determining the character 
of our government astronomy for fifty 
years to come — as to make it worthy of the 
serious consideration of the public. Whether 
it shall prove as nugatory as the efforts 
heretofore made to improve the administra- 
tion must depend upon the wisdom with 
which the board executes its difficult and 
delicate task. 

We believe a grave mistake will be made 
if the board confines itself to matters of 
detail and merely points out the features in 
which the administration can be improved. 
We have had plenty of such criticism in 
the past and always without any impor- 
tant result. The subject should be ap- 
proached from a broader point of view, 
taking in its scope the whole history of the 
institution, past and prospective. What 
we are concerned with are the work and 
results of the most richly endowed and 
liberally supported astronomical observa- 
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tare of care and time. Still another point that 
should have been treated in greater detail is 
the use of the ortho-chromatic plate. 

On such points as the last two mentioned 
there is a lack of practical information which will 
give the book less of a circulation than it should 
have and deserves to have on account of its 
many excellent qualities. 

Fbank Waldo. 
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SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES. 

THE SCIENCE CLUB OP THE UNIVERSITY OF 

WISCONSIN. 

At the meeting of the Club held on May 12th 
papers were read by G. C. Comstock on ' Some 
Recent Applications of Photography to Astro- 
nomical Discovery ' and by F. H. King on ' The 
Flow of Liquids through Porous Media.' 

Officers for the ensuing year 189&-190© were 
elected as follows: President, Mr. Charles B. 
VanHise; Vice-President, Mr. Edward Kremersf 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. Charles F. Bur- 



On the evening of May 6th the Club gave a 




Medal op the Science Club op the University of Wisconsin. 
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dinner in the Madison Guild Hall in recognition 
of the election of its first President, Mr. George 
Cary Comstock, to the National Academy of 
Sciences, and the awarding of a medal to its 
second President, Mr. Stephen Moulton Bab- 
cock, by the Legislature of the State of Wis- 
consin. 

On June 22d the first award of the Science 
Club Medal will be made to that member of 
the senior class of the University of Wisconsin 
who presents the best thesis giving the results 
of his own original investigation of a scientific 



